




English Heritage Aerial photo Nov 1946 clearly shows that Church Lane is the only possible access 
road to the plot. If you zoom in you can clearly see that a track leads all the way to the plot:

__________________________________________________________________________________



Drawing Number T1A/15b 11th Jan 1954

Showing a clear gap between Lambrok Road and Church Lane. Access to Lambrok Road not possible. 
Only possible access is via Church Lane

__________________________________________________________________________________

OS 38/11 1937 edition with revisions circa “1950/55” 



and  are planned. Acorn Meadow does not exist. There is a clear gap between end 
of Lambrok Road and end of Church Lane, through which there is a footpath. Therefore vehicular 
access is only possible via Church Lane and that must have been used as the only possible access 
route.

__________________________________________________________________________________

13th December 1960 – Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes

Planning to adopt Church Lane

__________________________________________________________________________________

2nd March 1961 – Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes

No objections in principle to Church Lane access for  (and therefore also )

__________________________________________________________________________________

13th April 1961 – Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes

 planning permission

__________________________________________________________________________________



13th April 1961 – Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes

planning permission and condition to deposit street works fee. The intention and only 
possibility of access for  (and therefore ) was via Church Lane. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

4th May 1961 – Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes

Planning for land fronting between Church Lane and Lambrok Road. See map OS ST8456

__________________________________________________________________________________

18th May 1961 – Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes

__________________________________________________________________________________

29th June 1961 – Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes

planning permission

__________________________________________________________________________________







__________________________________________________________________________________

10th August 1961 – Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes 

garage amendment given planning permission. Access is currently only from Church Lane, 
Therefore Trowbridge U.D.C recognise the fact that cars from  will be using Church Lane as 
their access (see Drawing Number T1A/15b 11th Jan 1954 and OS 38/11 1937 edition).

__________________________________________________________________________________

9th January 1962 – Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes

A verge separated end of Lambrok Road and end of Church Lane (as seen in map OS 38/11 1937 
edition with revisions circa “1950/55”).  Now and  were given permission to access
from both directions, if only for heavy loads from the North end. This also turned Church Lane into 
an unofficial through road.

__________________________________________________________________________________

8th March 1962 – Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes

Rear of Whiterow Park is now being referred to as Church Lane when actually it is past the end of 
Church Lane as shown on all previous maps. This is an argument against a precedent being set for 
other Church Lane addresses that are now in Acorn Meadow when and regain 
Church Lane access (as is the position of the gate shown previously).

__________________________________________________________________________________



10th April 1962 – Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes

Posts erected on a private street for which there were plans to adopt in the future. Church Lane was 
however never adopted. The posts were justified by the council to protect the PROW safety from the
cars treating the lane as a through road. The posts remained after 1991 when the street works 
charge was refunded to owners, even though the owners requested access in the 
mid nineties. They were unaware of the historical facts presented in this document, but still used 
Church Lane to access as can be seen in documents below. 
__________________________________________________________________________________

13th October 1964– Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes

See OS ST8456 below. End of Church Lane is now considered to have moved further North.
is no longer at the end of Church Lane and it now meets Lambrok Road.

__________________________________________________________________________________

4th April 1967– Trowbridge U.D.C. Minutes

“Future adoption of the estate street” – Not the rest of Church Lane then? and
(and others?) had also paid street works charges as a condition of planning permission. They were 
still expecting Church Lane to be adopted and improved as a road, not a track.

__________________________________________________________________________________













February 2009 – The post is removed on these photos. The gap is clearly wide enough for a car to 
pass. 

In August 2018 Lee McClurg, who also lived in prior to us,  stated in his DMMO witness 
evidence form for Footpath 8 that the post was removable and that he could drive to via 
Church Lane.

24/8/18 – Roger Hillier (who lived in ) writes in his DMMO witness evidence form that the 
previously  mentioned farm gate and style existed at the location it is  shown on “1st July 1961 – 

plans”. He also states that he had been given permission to use the way by the town council
in 1961  which confirms the Trowbridge U.D.C minutes above.

In their DMMO witness evidence forms P Moore and T Welbourne also remember the gate at the 
end of Church Lane.

Summary

and  were some of the first developments in Church Lane and only had Church 
Lane access at first. They had a right of way by necessity back in 1961 which was agreed by 
Trowbridge U.D.C.  Church Lane right of way was used until the posts were installed to 
prevent Church Lane from becoming a through road. It is law that a right of way cannot be 
extinguished, therefore it still exists. All of Church Lane was originally planned to be adopted. When 
the council gave permission to put down hardcore on the verge between Lambrok Road and Church 
Lane the area became a through road. Next they installed posts despite the fact that the positioning 
was on unadopted land, and in the end never would be adopted. and  were then 
denied their original Church Lane access.  Roger Hillier (Sidney Hillier’s nephew ) 
objected to the posts but presumably did not seek legal advice on the matter. The end of both 
Church Lane and Lambrok Road properly  met when Acorn Meadow was created, without apparent 
thought of the consequences by the council. As a result there were houses with an Acorn Meadow 
address opposite two semi-detached bungalows with a Church Lane address. These bungalows 

and ) never actually  were in Church Lane. They were in between Church Lane and
Lambrok Road. Therefore the barrier that prevents and from using their right of 
way up Church Lane should finally be removed and reinstated in a position at the actual end of 
Church Lane where the aforementioned gate was pre 1960. This is where the council have adopted 
the pavement end of Acorn Meadow. The barrier needs to be such that it prevents Church Lane 
being a through road, and also allows Church Lane to be used as a bridleway given that the DMMO is
almost certainly going to be approved by the inspector in December 2023. I would also point out 
that and  also have a right of way by prescription from Church Lane into Acorn 
Meadow and beyond. That is because both houses have enjoyed uninterrupted access from that 
direction since the posts were installed, again unchallenged. The owners of and  
would suggest that a suitable, lockable barrier be installed where only and the 
council have the keys to use.

We have shown that Trowbridge U.D.C gave owners permission to use Church Lane as an 
access  route before the house was built. Roger Hillier confirms this in his DMMO statement. Jackie 
McClurg confirms that she and her family used the way from 1999, as backed up by Lee McClurg's 
DMMO statement. We also used the way until we were blocked at the time Church Lane was 
built at around 2010. Therefore we can use Church Lane to access by virtue of prescriptive 
rights.

There is no record of anybody owning Church Lane even though it is a private street. Martin 
Fitzgerald (who built number ) advertised in the local paper and searched for an owner when he 
built it. Nobody came forward. Therefore there is nobody with any legal justification to challenge us 
in the future.

Will the council be able to justify allowing Church Lane access to Church Lane but not the older 
houses and  who also front on to Church Lane unlike and ?



For further legal discussions please refer to email correspondence between Terry Bishop of BLB 
solicitors and Sarah Marshall, chief solicitor for Wiltshire Council in 2017 to 2018.
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RE: W/11/00419/FUL Revised Access

Green, Kenny <Kenny.Green@wiltshire.gov.uk>
Tue 31/05/2011 10:48
To:​Shelly and Andy May ​
Cc:​Broadhead, Richard <Richard.Broadhead@wiltshire.gov.uk>;​McMahon, David <David.McMahon@wiltshire.gov.uk>;​
Moore, Susie <Susie.Moore@wiltshire.gov.uk>;​Taylor, Jon <Jon.Taylor@wiltshire.gov.uk>​

Good Morning Mr May and Miss Dunne,
 
Thank you for your email.  I understand that Richard Broadhead (our PROW manager) is still
researching your query and will be looking to respond directly shortly in terms of PROW
matters.  I should take this opportunity to advise you that the applicant in terms of
w/11/00419/FUL has not submitted the requisite details (including proposed siting details) of
the proposed relocated bollards to the Council.  Please note that there are set procedures
the applicant must follow if they wish to gain approval for relocating the bollards.  My
colleagues Richard Broadhead and David McMahon would be key participants in
considering the acceptability of such a proposal.  Without such details from the applicant
(who would need to submit a formal discharge of condition application, which is chargeable),
I cannot fully respond to your query in terms of potentially taking access from Church Lane. 
Highway advice and guidance on this matter would need to come from them directly.
 
The works involving cutting back hedgerow (located out with the site) falls outside my remit. 
Advice and guidance relative to disturbing nesting/breeding birds can be obtained from the
Council's ecologists.  I would suggest that if you wish to discuss this matter further, you
contact either Dr Susie Moore or Jon Taylor on tel no. 01225 718058.
 
Kind Regards,
 
Kenny Green BA, MA (Hons) MRTPI
Senior Planner
Department of Neighbourhood and Planning (DNP)
Development Management
Wiltshire Council West Hub
Bradley Road
Trowbridge
Tel: 01225 770344 / 0300 456 0100
Ext 15174
Email: kenny.green@wiltshire.gov.uk
Website: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk
 

From: Shelly and Andy May 
Sent: 25 May 2011 20:42
To: Green, Kenny; McMahon, David; Broadhead, Richard
Subject: FW: W/11/00419/FUL Revised Access

Dear Mr Green and Collegues
 
I am writing firstly to chase up our enquiry from a PROW perspective, and secondly to add a concern we have
relating to the hedgerow that borders  and the new build with the field opposite.
 
We are worried that this hedgerow which is a haven for nesting birds will be cut down to the same size as the
one further up the lane opposite the house that is also the neighbour of the new build. 
 
Very recently we were forced to cut down several conifers behind our garage for insurance purposes. The long
hedgerow that was on the new build site has also gone. The hedgerow that is opposite the new build's
neighbours was severely cut back last year and today we found that our other nieghbours have cut down
their conifers out the front due to insurance purposes similar to ours (our insurance companies believed that
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the trees were causing  subsidence).
 
We believe that far too much of the local birds nesting environment has been removed recently and do not see
the need to cut down the remaining habitat that is on the footpath part of Church Lane. The hedgerow does
not belong to the new build site, it also didn't belong to the new build neighbours site but they still cut it down
and when we saw it it was too late to stop them. We can understand that the hedgerow may need to be cut
into in order to service the drainage ditch but we are worried that it may also be irrevocably damaged as a
habitat if severely cut down to a size that would give extra value to the new build by opening up the view.
 
Many thanks for your time in consideration of our concerns.
 
Andrew May and Miss Michelle Dunne

 Church Lane, BA14 0
 

From: 
To: kenny.green@wiltshire.gov.uk; david.mcmahon@wiltshire.gov.uk; richard.broadhead@wiltshire.gov.uk
Subject: RE: W/11/00419/FUL Revised Access
Date: Tue, 17 May 2011 19:29:34 +0000

Dear Mr Green,

Thank you for your response to our proposal that the revised position of the bollards separating Church Lane
and Acorn Meadows should also allow us access to our property from Church Lane for the reasons of safety to
the public and ourselves and   I look forward to hearing from you in due course.

Many thanks,

Mr Andrew May and Miss Michelle Dunne
 

From: Kenny.Green@wiltshire.gov.uk
To: David.McMahon@wiltshire.gov.uk; Richard.Broadhead@wiltshire.gov.uk
CC: 
Date: Mon, 16 May 2011 08:42:37 +0100
Subject: RE: W/11/00419/FUL Revised Access

Good Morning David,
 
Please note the email message below from the occupiers of to application
site ref w/11/00419/FUL.
 
I am still in the process of completing my report for this application.
 
I wonder whether you would like to provide some highway advice to Mr May and Miss Dunne. If approved,
application w/11/00419/FUL would certainly have a condition attached requiring the applicant to submit further
details to define the exact type and siting of the relocated bollards along Church Lane.  Perhaps Richard you
could offer some advice from a PROW perspective.
 
Dear Mr May and Miss Dunne - Please note that since your enquiry would cover highway/pedestrian safety
issues, it would be more appropriate for your enquiry to be handled by the aforementioned officers.
 
Kind Regards,
 
Kenny Green BA, MA (Hons) MRTPI
Senior Planner
Department of Neighbourhood and Planning (DNP)
Development Management
Wiltshire Council West Hub
Bradley Road
Trowbridge
Tel: 01225 770344 / 0300 456 0100
Ext 15174
Email: kenny.green@wiltshire.gov.uk
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Website: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk
 

From: Shelly and Andy May 
Sent: 14 May 2011 19:41
To: Green, Kenny
Subject: W/11/00419/FUL Revised Access

Dear Mr Green
 
I was advised by Gabby on the support desk to email you with my query regarding the above application. We
are the  to the new properties on the Acorn Meadow side. Our address is  Church Lane,
BA14 0 . We would like to apply to also use the revised access for the new properties should it be granted. I
would like your advice on whether or not we should apply now, or wait until the current application has been
approved. I am not assuming it will be approved, only that if it isn't approved it would be pointless for us to
apply.
 
The main reasons we would like to apply are because we think there could be safety issues if we are forced by
the position of the new bollards to drive forwards into our drive, and reverse back out on to our entrance which
is shared by the footpath. We currently have to do this due to the position of the metal fence that the property
owner has erected. He has assured us that the bollards will be restored to their original position. We could of
course reverse on to our drive, but in doing so we also have the same problem in terms of a three point turn
on the Acorn Meadow road (trying not to use our neighbour's drives) and then reversing on to the footpath
(next to the style) to get to our driveway.
 

 
If the bollards are instead installed on the boundary between our property and our neighbours then we would
also be able to use Church Lane ( ), there would be no safety
issues immediately outside our property and the emergency services will be able to find us easily.
 
Perhaps a joint application would have been a better idea, but should we apply now or wait until a decision has
been made on the revised access?
 
If you would like to discuss this please contact me on  or .
 
Many thanks,
Mr Andrew May and Miss Michelle Dunne
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